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MESSAGE

Welcome to The Finer Alliance
Foundation! As the Board Chair, I am
honored to extend a heartfelt welcome
to all our scholars, donors, supporters,
and partners. Our foundation is
committed to empowering and uplifting
African American students through
education and opportunity.

We believe in the power of education to
change lives and create a brighter
future for our community. As we
embark on this journey together, let us
strive for excellence, resilience, and
unity. Together, we can break barriers,
shatter stereotypes, and build a legacy
of success.

I encourage you to embrace your
potential, pursue your dreams, and
never underestimate the impact you
can make. Thank you for being a part of
our family and for believing in the power
of education to transform lives.

Let’s work together to create a future
where every African American student
has the opportunity to thrive and
succeed. Welcome to The Finer Alliance
Foundation where dreams take flight
and possibilities are endless.

PROMOTING THE PURSUIT OF LIFELONG LEARNING

Board Chair 
Dr. Tiffany Johnson-Craddock

FROM THE
BOARD CHAIR
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COMPANY
INTRODUCTION

The Finer Alliance, Inc. 501(c)(3) is on a mission to elevate
scholarship in the African American community through the
procurement of post-secondary educational and financial
resources that promote the pursuit of academic excellence.

PRINCIPLES

Partnership & Collaboration - We seek collaboration and involvement in our work.

We desire engagement with members and organizations within the community that

share our vision.

Integrity - We value honesty and integrity in our relationships.

Impact - We are driven to make a positive difference in our society.

Success - We evaluate our success based on how many lives we are able to touch.

Advocacy - Connecting people with the right resources to advocate for themselves.

Lifelong Learning - Ongoing voluntary and self-motivated pursuit of knowledge. It

enhances social inclusion, self-sustainablility, active citzenship, personal

development, competitiveness and employability.

Our vision is to create the next generation
of African American change agents.

VISION

MISSION

The Finer Alliance, Inc. values a community
that recognizes the importance of
educational attainment and assures
positive educational outcomes are
accessible to all in the African American
community regardless of economic
circumstance.

VALUES
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BOARD OF
DIRECTORS

Board Treasurer

Nakia MooreDr.Tiffany Johnson-Craddock

Board Chair 

Director of
Scholarships &

Programs

Jeannie Alexander

Board Secretary

Judi Bradley

Director of
Marketing &

Communications

Kerilyn Merritt

Immediate
Past Board Chair

Renée Spruill-Walker
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COMPANY BACKGROUND
The Finer Alliance, Inc. was incorporated in the State of Illinois on August 20, 2020. The
purpose of this foundation includes encouragement and promotion of education and
scholarship, educational research and community service and educational programs.
The specific objectives and purposes of The Finer Alliance shall be to solicit, collect
and otherwise raise money for charitable purposes including scholarship: to expand,
contribute, disburse, and otherwise handle and dispose of the same for such purposes
relating to the aims and goals of The Finer Alliance, Inc. and Zeta Phi Beta Sorority,
Incorporated – Tau Xi Zeta Chapter. The Finer Alliance, Inc. received recognition from
the Internal Revenue Service as a public charity that is exempt under the Internal
Revenue Code Section 501(c) (3). The Finer Alliance, Inc. is governed by its own
Articles of Incorporation and Bylaws.

2019

2020

2022

2024

OUR HISTORY

Establishment of The Finer Alliance, Inc. 

2019

The Finer Alliance, Inc. was incorporated in the
State of Illinois, August 20, 2020.

2020

The Finer Alliance, Inc. establishes  its first
scholarship - The Light of Candle Scholarship for
Aspiring Teachers - in the amount of $5000.

2022

The Finer Alliance, Inc. establishes two additional
scholarships, both in the amount of $1000 - The
Finer Impact and The Finer Future.

2024
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ILLINOIS 
DATA REPORT
“Post-secondary education is key to
ensuring individuals, families, and
communities across Illinois can thrive.
Individuals who hold a postsecondary
credential have higher earnings, greater
social mobility, improved health, and other
positive life outcomes than their peers
with less education.

Ten years ago, Illinois adopted the 60 by 25
goal: that 60% of adults would have a
postsecondary degree or credential by the
year 2025 to meet projected workforce
needs. Today, the percentage of jobs
requiring postsecondary education is even
higher. In 2009, approximately 38% of
adults in Illinois had an associate’s degree
or higher. In 2019, over 43% do. As the
map shows, postsecondary attainment
varies widely across the state, from a low
of 21% of adults to a high of 57% of adults
having an associate’s degree or higher.

While this data only reflects degree
attainment, credentials are also
considered in the 60% target. According to
the Lumina Foundation, Illinois’ attainment
is at 55% when certificates and short-
term credentials are included.”

Source: Illinois Board of
Higher Education
(ibhe.org)

“The disparities in attainment outcomes
are stark when we disaggregate by
race/ethnicity. While 47% of white adults
have a post-secondary degree, only 29%
of African Americans and 20% of Latinx
adults do. For bachelor’s degrees, Illinois
has the 11th largest gap of any state in
attainment between African American and
white adults and the 7th largest gap
between Latinx and whites.”
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MARKETING
DEVELOPMENT

Strengthening Our Impact 

Recognizing the transformative impact of
post-secondary education, The Finer
Alliance, Inc. is dedicated to facilitating
access and success in higher education
for our community members. By equipping
them with the necessary tools and
resources, we aim to unlock their potential
for higher earnings, improved health, and
broader social mobility.

At The Finer Alliance, Inc., we employ
comprehensive strategies to enhance our
community reach, digital presence, brand
recognition, and collaborative efforts.

01.

The Finer Alliance, Inc. prioritizes community
engagement through targeted outreach
programs, workshops, and events designed to
foster educational growth and community
involvement. By partnering with local
organizations and leaders, we aim to create a
supportive network that enhances educational
opportunities for all.

Community Engagement
and Outreach

02.

Our robust digital presence leverages social
media platforms and online resources to
connect with a broader audience and share
valuable educational content. This strategy
allows us to engage with the community in real-
time, promoting our initiatives and encouraging
active participation.

Digital Presence and
Social Media Strategy

03.

Through consistent branding and strategic
marketing efforts, The Finer Alliance, Inc. has
established itself as a trusted leader in
educational empowerment and community
support. We focus on building strong brand
recognition to amplify our message and attract
support from diverse stakeholders.

Brand Awareness and
Recognition

04.

The Finer Alliance, Inc. actively seeks
partnerships with educational institutions,
businesses, and nonprofit organizations to
expand our reach and impact. These
collaborations enable us to pool resources,
share expertise, and develop innovative
solutions to address educational disparities and
community needs.

Partnerships and
Collaboration



The PEARL Project

The DOVE Zone
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Through our comprehensive programs
and resources, we aim to equip
individuals with the tools they need to
navigate the complexities of
educational advancement and career
development, ensuring access to
opportunities that foster personal
growth and community enrichment.

RESOURCES & 
PROGRAMS
PATHWAYS TO SUCCESS

This program is designed to ensure that our
students are well-prepared to complete
scholarship applications. We provide detailed
guidance on navigating the application
process, crafting compelling essays, and
meeting deadlines, thereby enhancing their
chances of securing essential financial
support for their educational pursuits.

This five-module program is designed to
prepare first-generation college students for
the financial aid and college application
process. It offers step-by-step assistance,
from understanding different types of financial
aid available to mastering the intricacies of
college applications, ensuring students are
well-informed and confident as they transition
into higher education.



College-bound 
High School Seniors
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With our scholarships, we seek to foster a
culture of inclusivity, diversity, and
empowerment. By providing financial assistance
and resources, we help scholars overcome
barriers and achieve their educational goals.

SCHOLARSHIP
OPPORTUNITIES
THE PURSUIT OF
ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE

The Light of Candle Memorial Scholarship was
established in memory of Candle Hudson-
Oden. In memoriam, The Finer Alliance, Inc.
pledges to annually award a $5000
scholarship to promising future educators
who demonstrate academic excellence.

Memorial Scholarship

The Finer Impact and The Finer Future
Scholarships award funds to college-bound
high school seniors and students currently
enrolled at an accredited college,
university, or vocational/technical
institution.



Commitment to 
#LifelongLearning
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Khadijah Bilal, the inaugural winner of the 2022
Light of Candle Memorial Scholarship For
Aspiring Teachers, has graduated with a
Bachelor of Arts degree from Dominican
University in May 2024.

SUCCESSFUL
IMPACT
CREATING  THE NEXT GENERATION
OF AFRICAN-AMERICAN CHANGE
AGENTS

Khadijah, who graduated Cum Laude and
earned an endorsement in English as a
Second Language, has shown exceptional
dedication and academic excellence
throughout her journey. 

Khadijah Bilal,
Inagural Light Of Candle
Memorial Recipient

With a cumulative GPA of 3.6, she exemplifies
the values of scholarship and leadership that
The Finer Alliance, Inc. proudly supports. Since
receiving our scholarship, Khadijah has been
committed to her goal of becoming a teacher
within Chicago Public Schools! 

Khadijah's journey is a testament to the impact
of our scholarship program and the bright
future she is building.

The Finer Alliance, Inc. 2022 Board Members issuing a $5000 Scholarship
Award to its inaugural recipient, Khadijah Bilal, at the Scholarship Award Brunch

held on September 24, 2022. 



United In Purpose

Tau Xi Zeta Chapter 
Zeta Phi Beta Sorority, Incorporated
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By actively seeking partnerships, we
create synergistic relationships that
enhance our capabilities and extend our
reach, driving forward our shared vision
for transformative change.

PARTNERSHIP &
COLLABORATION

SHARING VISION

The Finer Alliance, Inc. is a
proud chapter partner of 
Tau Xi Zeta Chapter of 
Zeta Phi Beta Sorority,
Incorporated, working
together to raise funds and
provide scholarships that
support our aligned
charitable and educational
missions. 

The Finer Alliance, Inc. warmly invites
organizations and individuals who share our vision
of educational empowerment and community
development to join us as collaborators. By
partnering with us, you can help expand the reach
and impact of our initiatives, creating lasting
benefits for communities we serve together.

DIAMOND LEVEL DONOR



DONATE SECURELY

https://finerallianceinc.org/inde
x.php/donate-3/

Office Address

P.O. Box 7055 
Grayslake, IL 60030

DONATE

As we reflect on the incredible journey we’ve
undertaken together since 2020, we recognize your
unwavering support and generosity have played a
pivotal role in The Finer Alliance, Inc.’s mission to
create the next generation of African American
change agents. Because of your dedication, we’ve
accomplished issuing our first scholarship ever – The
Light of Candle Memorial Scholarship for aspiring
teachers. However, our journey is far from over. 

Looking ahead to 2024, we’re looking forward to
expanding our scholarship offerings, and are excited
to launch our pilot programs supporting academic
excellence. Your ongoing support is vital as we
tackle challenges. Whether through donations,
volunteer hours, or advocacy, your contributions
have been instrumental in our progress.

Every donation, regardless of size, significantly
impacts our commitment to being a financial
resource for students pursuing higher education.
Please consider contributing to our cause, directly
influencing the collective impact we create.

Your donation to The Finer Alliance, Inc. enables
equitable access to top-notch college preparatory
education, vital leadership training, and academic
support for our Scholars.

Thank you for standing with us on this
transformative journey. Together, we’ve already
made a difference, and together, we’ll continue
fostering positive change.



Website

www.finerallianceinc.org

Office Address

P.O. Box 7055 
Grayslake, IL 60030

Email

General Information

info@thefinerallianceinc.org 

CONTACT
For more information or to get in touch with us, please reach out via email, visit our website,
or send correspondence to our PO Box.

US

Media Inquiries Only 

media@thefinerallinceinc.org 

Promoting the
pursuit of 
lifelong learning.

#TheFinerAlliance
#Scholarship
#LifelongLearning

Follow:

https://www.facebook.com/thefinerallianceinc
https://www.linkedin.com/company/the-finer-alliance-inc
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